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A new book from Christians Aware & The Melanesian Mission

“There are many books that are born out of a 
lifetime of intimate relationships and experiences 
with a particular context and people. This is one of 
them! The Anglican Church of Melanesia is grateful 
and indebted to Fr. Brian Macdonald-Milne for his 
many years of service to the Church and people 
of the Solomon Islands, and for his contributions 
through this work to the limited annals of 
recorded history written about the Church and 
this archipelago. We commend this historical 
work. Brian is someone with a lifetime of passion 
for our people, islands, languages, cultures and 
history from the very beginning of his vocation.” 

The Revd Nigel Kelaepa 
Secretary of The Melanesian Board of Mission

“This book is a treasure. It has resurrected 
and breathed new and fresh life into our 
Melanesian history. I commend it to those 
who want to study Pacific Church History and 
any who have a desire to be a missionary.”

Willie Alaha Pwa’Isiho 
Assistant Bishop of Chester 

Former Bishop of Malaita, Solomon Islands

           

The island countries of the Western Pacifi c, generally known as Melanesia, are famous for their 

natural beauty, their many languages and cultures, and, in former times, for their violence. There 

were inter-island confl icts, head-hunting, and attacks on visiting European trading and Royal 

Navy vessels. Some of the early traders and missionaries, who arrived in the 19th century, were 

killed. The gradual spread of Christianity and the eventual establishment of the British Solomon 

Islands Protectorate brought some peace to the islands. This however was shattered by the 

Second World War, when Japanese invaders were engaged in battle with the Americans and 

their allies by land and sea. The Japanese were stopped in the Solomons, and their troops did 

not reach Australia. After the Solomon Islands gained political Independence in 1978, internal 

confl ict arose between different islands in the ‘ethnic tension’ which lasted from 1998 to 2003. 

Much of all this activity occurred in the central part of the country, especially in the islands of 

Gela, Isabel, Guadalcanal and Malaita. This book shows how the infl uence of the Christian 

faith, embraced by most of the population, has helped to bring peace to the Solomon Islands, 

in what is now one of the most Christian parts of the world.

“Fr Brian Macdonald-Milne’s years in Melanesia as a missionary priest, teacher, advisor and 

resource person have led to a lifetime of passion for its peoples, islands, languages and 

cultures. We are indebted  to him for his years of service to the Anglican Church of Melanesia 

and the people of the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, and are grateful in particular for this book, 

yet another of his contributions to the limited historical records available to us about our part of 

the world.” Fr. Nigel Kelaepa, Secretary of the Melanesian Board of Mission, 

Anglican Church of Melanesia
 

Brian Macdonald-Milne, an Anglican priest from Great Britain, 

ministered in the Pacifi c islands from 1964 to 1980, serving the 

Anglican Church of Melanesia and the Pacifi c Conference of 

Churches in various capacities, mostly in the Solomon islands and 

Vanuatu. He later served as Advisor of the Melanesian Brotherhood 

at the invitation of the Archbishop of Melanesia and the Brothers. 

He is the author of ‘The True Way of Service: The Pacifi c Story of 

the Melanesian Brotherhood 1925-2000’, published by Christians 

Aware and the Brotherhood, and he co-edited ‘Yumi Stanap: 

Some People of Vanuatu’, published by the University of the South Pacifi c in 1980, the year that 

the New Hebrides gained its Independence as the Republic of Vanuatu.
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