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Introduction

Thank you for considering the role of Vicar for the 

two parishes of All Saints’ Melbourn and Holy Trinity 

Meldreth. Although each parish has its own PCC and 

operates independently, our ministry team meets 

regularly to ensure we remain united in matters 

relating to spiritual leadership.

It is also a blessing to see that a number of the 

congregation worship in both parishes.



Who we are

Melbourn has a population in excess of 8,000, whilst 

Meldreth has a little over 2,000. Each village has a 

primary school and Melbourn also has the Village 

College. There is a good relationship with all the schools, 

which is something we hope to build upon in the future.

Melbourn and Meldreth provide a modern-day haven 

for rural living, with thriving local facilities and societies 

to suit every need. Whilst there are small pockets of 

poverty, fortunately the unemployment rate in the two 

villages remains consistently low. There is a flourishing 

business community, so considerable local employment 

is available.



Located in the heart of agricultural 

countryside, Cambridge to London's main 

railway line runs through the parishes, 

providing convenient access for the two 

villages. Despite its rural setting, the area 

is just 3 miles from Royston and 10 from 

Cambridge. Melbourn and Meldreth are 

ideal commuter villages, with excellent 

train services. London can be reached 

easily in less than an hour. The area has 

convenient access to Stansted and Luton 

Airports, as well as excellent road 

connections ensuring smooth travel to 

the rest of the country.

Where
we are



Our Vision

 Through faith, we hope to share God's love with more people 

and help grow our congregations.

 We are a broad church and committed to being inclusive. We 

remain open-minded as our church evolves and expands.

 We are looking to create a ministry that will foster curiosity and 

interest within children and young people. By introducing fresh 

ideas, we can strengthen our current work while drawing youth 

into the church through direct involvement.

 We are striving to create more meaningful connections with the 

wider communities around us and to make a positive impact on 

our collective future.



Our new Vicar

 Loves people, has personal warmth and empathy with a 

good pastoral heart

 Has a deep and generous faith, which is open to 

diversity and promotes a flexible approach to worship, 

ministry and mission

 Understands the importance of being visible in a village 

setting, bridging church and community

We are praying for a new vicar who will love to live among 
us and share wholeheartedly in the life of our communities. 
We seek someone who:



Our new Vicar

 Leads with vigour, has their own ideas and inspires creativity 

and boldness in others

 Knows how to discern and nurture other people’s gifts and 

promotes partnership and collaborative working

 Has good communication and administrative skills

 Shares our deep desire to draw more families into the life of 

the church

….and someone who:



What we can offer
 During the pandemic, our churches have experienced some 

challenging times but are now in a very positive frame of mind. 

We are proud to have members with priceless talents and look 

forward to bringing on board a vicar who will empower us all.

 Lay Reader Pat Smith (LLM), provides invaluable guidance to 

the churches of our two parishes. There is an appetite within 

the benefice to discern and nurture new vocations to lay 

ministry.

 The parishes are blessed to have dedicated teams working hard 

on fundraising initiatives, providing vital resources for their 

churches.

 We look forward to warmly welcoming our new vicar and will 

eagerly introduce them to the ministry team, PCCs, church 

members and both village communities.



Our Church Life
During Holy Communion, the celebrant traditionally wears 

cassock-alb and stole, usually with the addition of a chasuble in 

Melbourn. To create an atmosphere that attracts families and to 

ensure everyone can experience worship, we are keen to 

explore different styles. Home Communion is also offered upon 

request for those not able to attend church services. There are 

also services taken at local care homes.

To ensure the church is a lasting part of Melbourn and Meldreth

communities for years to come, we will need to work together 

to be more appealing to young people and families. An effective 

strategy could involve offering short family services that 

prioritise convenience with minimal ritual, as well as hosting 

activity sessions and providing light refreshments in order to 

create an inviting atmosphere.



Our Church Life
We are committed to fostering stronger bonds with local 

schools and our broader community. We are pleased to provide 

a space where primary school pupils can explore their faith, 

and for Melbourn's Beavers to work toward their religious 

badge. 

We host annual Carol Concerts in Melbourn and Meldreth, as 

well as welcoming members of all uniformed services in both 

parishes every Remembrance Sunday.

The Melde is a monthly magazine that brings together the two 

parishes in one publication. With many non-regular 

churchgoers among The Melde's subscriber base, this popular 

publication bridges the gap between those within and outside 

of faith circles. There is also a weekly e-newsletter which 

includes activities for children.



Our Church Life

For several years, Messy Church took place at Holy Trinity 

in Meldreth. Supported by both parishes, it ran 

successfully as an alternative form of worship, attracting 

many families, mostly with young children. The 

pandemic forced us to suspend these sessions and sadly, 

efforts to re-start them recently have been unsuccessful. 

Sunday schools and the monthly Family Service at 

Melbourn are similarly struggling to increase attendance. 

We hope that Messy Church can be revisited at some 

time in the future.



Our Church Life
Services

All Saints Holy Trinity

1st Sunday
8:00am - Holy 
Communion

9:45am - Family 
Communion

2nd Sunday
9:45am - Family 
Communion
with Sunday School

8:00am - Holy 
Communion

3rd Sunday
11.00am - All Age 
Service

9:45am - Family 
Communion

4th Sunday
9:45am - Family 
Communion

5th Sunday
9:45am - Family 
Communion    OR

9:45am - Family 
Communion

Weekdays

4th Thursday of the 
month 
10:00am - Holy 
Communion

This is the normal pattern of services, but alternative arrangements may 
occasionally apply due to feast days or special circumstances.



Our Church Life
Attendance

All Saints Holy Trinity

Electoral Roll - APCM 2022 64 64

Church attendance on a normal Sunday Adults + Child

Holy Communion (8:00am) 7+0 11+0

Family Communion (9:45am) 36+1 30+0

Family Service (11:00am) 7+0 N/A

Worshipping Community 2022

Children (age 0-10) 5 0

Young People (age 11-17) 1 2

Adults (age 18-69) 28 30

Adults (aged 70 and over) 38 26

Easter 2022 66 45

Christmas Eve 2022 - Crib Service 310 N/A

Christmas Eve 2022 - Midnight Mass 61 N/A

Christmas Day 2022 - 8.00am 13 N/A

Christmas Day 2022 - 10.00am N/A 70

Number of Occasional Services in 2022

Baptisms 5 6

Marriages 3 3

Funerals 11 2

Crematorium 4 2

Memorial Services 0 0



Our Church Life
Ex-Officio Duties

The vicar is an ex-officio member of a number of organisations: 

 All Saints’ Community Hall Melbourn Trustee

 SOAS - Supporters of All Saints’ Chairman

 FOHT - Friends of Holy Trinity Chairman

 Melbourn & Meldreth Women’s Group President



Our Church Life
Joint Church Groups

We have several joint parish groups: 

 Bible Study Groups

 Prayer Group 

 Women’s Group 

 Mothers’ Union 

 Lent Group

Some meetings were severely restricted by Covid, 

although others maintained a steady presence via 

Zoom.



Our Church Life
Noah the Donkey

More than forty years ago, the Christmas story was re-

imagined as a Crib Service at All Saints’ Melbourn. The 

vicar at the time then had an ambitious idea, to purchase 

a donkey. He managed to find Noah 1 from stables in a 

neighbouring village. He rallied parishioners together by 

encouraging them to contribute by buying a part of him; 

legs, ears, tail and so forth. Thus began Noah's role as part 

of this special tradition.

Unfortunately, Noah 1 had to be retired due to donkey 

dementia and along came Noah 2. Each church 

contributes £150 per year to his upkeep and Noah is a 

beloved regular sight at both parish churches. He is 

always seen lending his support to crib services, Palm 

Sunday activities, the Meldreth Christmas Tree Festival 

and various other events. His presence has become an 

integral part of church community life.



Our Church Life
Music and Choir

Our group of accomplished musicians bring an enriching 

experience to our two churches. Alongside our two 

regular organists, the small joint choir leads every week 

with their renditions from Hymns Old and New and 

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New alongside an 

open-mindedness to new ones. On third Sundays we 

have an All-Age Worship at Melbourn Church which 

offers a delightful combination of piano, trumpet and 

guitar sounds along with inspiring talks by our LLM. 

Looking ahead, this talented team has plenty more 

ideas in store.



Our Church Life
Churches Together

Churches Together in Melbourn and Meldreth is a vibrant union of local 

parishes and Baptist/URC congregations working to strengthen spiritual 

connections within the community.



The Vicarage

The vicarage, built in 1972, stands in a large garden just 

off the High Street, in Melbourn, close to the church.

It is a generously proportioned detached 6-bedroom 

house with gas central heating and double glazing 

throughout. There is an integral double garage and 

plenty of space for additional parking.

The spacious garden is laid down mainly to lawn with 

numerous trees and shrubs.



All Saints' Melbourn
The Parish Church of All Saints is a Grade II listed building and comprises:

• central nave with parallel aisles

• south transept lady chapel

• south porch with Parvis room over,

• 15th Century tower to the West end.

• rood screen dating back to 1508

• font probably of 12th Century origin

• chancel with some medieval pews

The tower houses a peal of 8 bells which are rung regularly by local and 

visiting ringers.

All Saints’ Church is deeply embedded in the fabric of the village, dating 

back more than a thousand years. It remains not only an enduring 

reminder of collective history, but also holds great significance for many 

individuals and community groups today. Brilliant floodlighting ensures 

that its beauty can be admired even after dark. The village clock which 

stands proudly on its tower is an iconic representation of time passing 

over generations.



All Saints' Melbourn
All Saints' is an inviting place of worship, welcoming an all-

inclusive congregation.

The church is open from early morning until dusk and sees 

regular activity throughout the day, not only drawing its 

devoted parishioners but also visitors from the nearby Science Park and 

other areas of the village. During these hours of operation, it serves as 

a destination for informal solace and community engagement.

The PCC consists of five members including a churchwarden, an LLM 

and Deanery Synod representation. The PCC meets every six or seven 

weeks whilst the Fabric and Standing Committee meet on an ad hoc 

basis.

There are volunteer lists for sidesmen, flower arrangers, coffee makers, 

cleaners, servers, readers, intercessors and greeters for weddings and 

funerals. We have a small but committed choir which serves both 

parishes and musicians who play for the monthly All Age Service at All 

Saints.



All Saints' Melbourn
Church and the Community

All Saints’ Church Melbourn is very lucky to benefit from SOAS 

(Supporters of All Saints’), which is a non-denominational registered 

charity established to aid the preservation of the medieval church 

building. Income is generated through a diverse range of social and 

cultural activities held in the church or Community Hall. These include 

delightful themed meals, interesting  illustrated talks, musical evenings 

and brainteasing quiz nights. 

Every Saturday, fifty people come together at the Community Hall for 

Coffee Stop, an engaging morning of conversation over a cuppa. The 

volunteer rota is created entirely from the invaluable support of the 

local community. Coffee Stop was initiated to bring people together, 

providing a fellowship for those who attend. This popular weekly event 

provides a regular source of income for SOAS funds.



All Saints' Melbourn
Church and the Community

The Church's seasonal festivities have been delightful institutions for many 

years, drawing in visitors and families alike. Events range from the bustling 

Autumn or Christmas Fayre to the biennial Winter Flower Festival at 

Candlemas. The unique Christmas Eve Crib Service with its live animals and 

real baby has delighted children of all ages since its inception many years ago.

Each year Dahlia Day rewards proud growers of spectacular blooms and 

everyone enjoys a delicious cream tea. In the wake of COVID, the fundraising 

team came up with creative ways to engage local communities; Zoom Quizzes, 

Morning Markets and a Folk Concert to attract locals old and new. The 

fundraising team continually strives to come up with innovative ways to 

increase funds.



All Saints' Melbourn
Church and the Community - Working with families

 Sunday School - (monthly) 1 family with 2 children regularly 
attend, this was via Zoom through Covid. Meet in the hall and join 
the service at Holy Communion.

 Sundays@11 - A monthly non communion service with an 
informal talk and activity attended by about 10 adults. The 
gatherings provide an exciting combination of modern and 
traditional music: electric Clavinova paired with a live guitar. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions on gathering sizes, 
attendance has been low recently, but we are determined to draw 
more people in.

 Primary School - The school come into church at their request, 
most recently there was an enjoyable 2-hour session with year 1 
classes in December 2022.

 Beavers - They usually come into church to discuss topics for their 
faith badge, this is for an hour or so annually.

 Guides - Guides are invited to make Christingles and to come to 
the service. The guides and other uniformed groups are also 
invited to be involved in fund raising activities.

 Christingle Service - After 2021’s low turnout, the December 
service in 2022 had a great showing of support. During the 
pandemic, the gathering was hosted via Zoom so that all could 
join.

 Crib Service - In December 2022, this village tradition was very 
well attended seeing more than 300 people in church, bringing 
together a vibrant blend of generations.



All Saints’ Melbourn 
Finance

Income £ % Expenditure £ %

Total giving 23,481 61 Ministry 
paid

27,185 72

Gift Aid 5,023 13 Service/
Clergy

2,038 5

Fees 2,458 6 Utilities 1,890 5

Donations/
Flood Lights

2,249 6 Insurance/
Alarm

5,024 13

Fundraising 4,400 11 Sundries 658 2

Service donations 1,060 3 Donations 1,060 3

TOTAL RECEIPTS 38,670 100 37,855 100

Ministry fee for 2022 was £31,457 of which 80% was paid 
plus £2,000 from 2021

Summary Income & Expenditure
12 months to 31 December 2022



Melbourn Village
This delightful parish is bustling with life, home to over 8,000 

people across 3,500 residential properties. Its population boasts a 

unique mix of local village families and those who have chosen the 

area as their new residence.

With a flourishing business community and dynamic Business 

Association, Melbourn offers not only ample employment 

opportunities on the industrial estate and Science Park but also 

endless prospects for success in the many small businesses 

throughout the village.

Pippins Children’s Centre and Melbourn Playgroup share premises 

with the Primary School, which is located close to the 

village centre. There is also Little Hands Nursery providing pre-

school care for children over the age of 6 months. The Village 

College provides education for 11-16 year olds and some Adult 

Education classes. On the same site as the college is 

Melbourn Sports Centre which includes a pool, gym, squash and 

tennis courts plus many fitness classes.



Melbourn Village
Melbourn is brimming with endless opportunities to connect and 

enrich the lives of its residents. From Brownies, local history clubs and 

sports activities - there is something for everyone regardless of age.

The local amenities include the much used, All Saints’ Community Hall 

plus the Melbourn Community Hub which offers a café and a library 

access point as well as housing the Parish Council Office. The Pavilion 

on the Recreation Ground is also available for hire. Stockbridge 

Meadows Riverside Park provides a quiet recreational area for the 

local community and has a diverse range of wildlife habitats.

Melbourn has a hotel and restaurant, a garage, two public houses, 

family butcher, two mini-supermarkets, a ladies’ boutique and spa, 

pharmacy, two barbers’ shops, several hairdressers and beauty salons, 

two garden centres, a GP surgery, two dental surgeries, fish & chip 

shop, a veterinary practice, building society and a Post Office. The 

village also has a purpose-built extra-care housing scheme, Moorlands 

Court, which has 35 self-contained flats. Additionally, there are two 

care homes, Southwell Court and Melbourn Springs.



Holy Trinity Meldreth
The initial layout of the existing church, consisting of a long 

chancel, aisleless nave and west tower belongs to the second 

half of the 12th century, the most impressive surviving part 

being the entrance arch to the tower. The tower was 

completed in the 13th Century and the next major project 

was the insertion in the north wall of the nave of three fine 

14th Century traceried windows, closely modelled on 

contemporary work at Ely cathedral. 

In the 1370s a large traceried window was inserted into the 

east wall of the chancel, regrettably destroyed in 1871. In 

the latter  part of the 15th Century, the church was 

transformed by the addition of a spacious south aisle and 

the addition of a nave clerestory with a fine king-post roof. A 

substantial chancel screen with Rood was also built about 

this time, only part of which survives in later restored form.



Holy Trinity Meldreth
Only fragments of the medieval stained glass from these 

windows survived the devastating destruction of imagery in 

the church by iconoclasts in 1643, which left the church in a 

parlous condition. This accounts for the need to bring 

various furnishings from other churches, such as pews, 

chandelier and altar table, and the substantial restoration 

undertaken around 1840, which included the application of 

Roman cement to the exterior of the south side of the 

church. A further period of fabric restoration took place 

between 1889 and 1900.

Since then, there has been some replacement of furnishings 
and re-ordering, such as moving the font to the east end of 
the south aisle. The church is Grade I listed.

The meeting room and associated facilities of kitchen and 
toilets were added in  1992 and links with the north door of 
the nave. It was built largely by members of the 
congregation and has proved to be a significant addition to 
the life of the church. It is much used for social and 
fundraising activities.



Holy Trinity Meldreth
An exceptional feature of the church is the fine set of bells and the 

strong bell-ringing tradition, the bell ringers having rung the most 

changes nationally. The same talented team of bell-ringers also 

lend their melodic skills to All Saint’s Church Melbourn.

Unfortunately, the church is battling against severe decay caused 

by damp. Surveys have identified faulty drainage as a key 

contributor and applications for funding are being investigated in 

order to address this urgent matter before further damage ensues. 

However, the church has always been the grateful recipient of 

tremendous generosity from the village. Now, with added support 

from Friends of Holy Trinity and this same community spirit, we 

have every faith that our church will prevail against any future 

difficulties it may face.

As at All Saints’ Melbourn, Holy Trinity is open during all daylight 

hours and welcomes visitors for private prayer and reflection.



Holy Trinity Meldreth

The PCC currently consists of six lay members plus two 

churchwardens, and there is a Standing Committee of 

three who deal with fabric issues when required. The 

PCC and church community are very proactive in matters 

of fund raising and the organisation and implementation 

of fabric related issues helping to save funds.

There are rotas for Sidesmen, intercessions, readings, 

flowers, cleaners, coffee after services and church 

locking.



Holy Trinity Meldreth
Finance  -

Income £ % Expenditure £ %

Total Giving 20,030 47 Ministry Paid 25,977 63

Gift Aid 2,717 6 Service/
Clergy

1,591 4

Fees 3,980 9 Utilities 1,891 5

Donations 4,112 10 Insurance/
Alarm

3,534 9

Fundraising 8,993 21 Sundries 830 2

Service Donations 1,309 3 Missions & 
Charities

3,300 8

Sundries 685 2 Church & 
Churchyard 
Maintenance

3,343 8

Meeting Room 
Letting

495 1 Weddings/
Funerals

900 2

VAT rebates 642 1

TOTAL RECEIPTS 42,962 100 41,366 100

Ministry fee for 2022 was £28,122 of which 90% was paid 

Summary Income & Expenditure
12 months to 31 December 2022



Holy Trinity Meldreth
Church and the Community

Every year, the church connects with the community to create an 

impressive display of festive cheer with the wonderful Christmas Tree 

Festival. Up to 40 local organisations join in to transform the traditional 

trees into a kaleidoscope of creative designs for all to enjoy and admire 

during the first weekend  of Advent.

The summer church fete, an increasingly popular event is held in the 

churchyard. With its attractive stalls and attractions for children run by 

the many organisations in the village, the teas and cakes, barbecue and 

local music have become legendary.

These two events and the annual much-loved Car Show, which is run by 

the Friends of Holy Trinity, are our main fundraising activities.



Holy Trinity Meldreth
Church and the Community

Holy Trinity Church aims to engage with and involve the 

community in fund raising to support the routine functions of 

Holy Trinity. 

The church is very fortunate to have Friends of Holy Trinity, which 

was formed in 1984 with dual objectives of raising funds for the 

maintenance of the fabric of the oldest building in Meldreth as 

well as drawing in people from the wider community. The Friends 

activities include Open Gardens, Car Show, concerts, annual 

supper and illustrated talks.

The church is represented on the committee of the Meldreth

Village Hall Trust.



Meldreth Village

The popular, friendly village of Meldreth has around 700 dwellings 

consisting of owner-occupied properties, sheltered housing, shared 

ownership and affordable housing, and rented accommodation through a 

housing association as well as two showman sites. Apart from farming most 

businesses are small.

Meldreth station is a vital transport link for a number of people who travel 

to London, Cambridge and other local destinations. There is a local bus 

service to Royston and Cambridge.

The shop in Meldreth is One Stop, open from 7.00am to 10.00 pm every day 

with a Post Office counter also open for business during those hours.

In addition, the village has a butcher’s shop, a fruit farm and seasonal shop, 

a greengrocers/flower shop, a hairdressers, and a number of small and 

specialist businesses.



Meldreth Village
The village pub is the British Queen which serves meals at lunch time 

and in the evenings from Monday to Saturday and lunch time only 

on Sunday. It has an active Pétanque club and Meldreth Croquet Club 

has a lawn to the rear of the pub. The village also has active Tennis, 

Bowls and Football Clubs.

There is a well-maintained Village Hall with a main hall seating 

around 120, with stage and stage lighting. A smaller Meeting Room 

seats around twenty people or smaller committee meetings around 

tables. The Sheltered Housing hub includes Parish Council offices, a 

large lounge-style meeting room. The playing field includes a pavilion 

with changing rooms and a recently refurbished children’s 

playground.

Meldreth has a primary school with 207 pupils with 9 teaching staff 

and was judged as Good in the last Ofsted report. There is also a Pre-

School on the premises, with a nursery planned.
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