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Three Rivers Group Profile 
 

“What a delight to come to worship here. Never before in any church had we experienced 
such a warm and friendly welcome.” 

 
Recent new arrivals in one of our churches. 

  
The Three Rivers Group has always sought to be open, inclusive and welcoming so it is gratifying to 
receive comments such as the one above. With the amount of new-home building taking place in 
several of our villages the need and opportunity to reach out to the wider community will become 
even more important, so this outgoing and positive approach will be crucial.   

 
Our current vacancy has brought our Churches even closer together, not only to reflect but also to 
consider how we can be more proactive in our outreach and in collaborating with and supporting 
each other. Within the group there is already a variety of forms of worship and regular activities that 
demonstrate our aim to reach out to all individuals whatever their background.  
 
During this time without clergy, we have found that lay parish members have been willing to step up 
to conduct services, deliver sermons, provide prayers, and take on tasks and responsibilities, 
including counselling, that in previous times might have naturally fallen to the ministry team. Not 
only has the situation required this, it has also given people permission to do it, and in doing so we 
have uncovered talent that wasn’t previously apparent. 
 
While such a long vacancy was never our desire or intention, it has generated a new openness and 
an element of change. We are starting to suspect the hand of God in this, whether he planned it this 
way from the start, or else simply exploited the situation to creatively further his kingdom. 
 
This has provided an impetus which now cries out to be built upon by our new incumbent as they 
add their own particular skills and talents to the mix. We therefore  look forward to their joining us 
to lead us all forward with renewed vigour into an exciting period of successful mission and spiritual 
support. 
 

School Ministry  
 
The Three Rivers Group contains three primary schools, two Church of England and one state school. 
However all three are keen to ensure their links with our churches remain strong, for instance: - 
 

• the Rector or other church members would be welcome to provide regular collective 

worship in school assemblies 

• at Harvest, Christmas, Christingle and Easter, the schools come over to the church to hold 

celebration services which parents are also welcome to attend 

• schools look to us to provide opportunities for the children to visit and engage with the 

church e.g. bell-ringing and history 

• supporting Christianity topics in their R.E. curriculum, including such subjects such as 

baptism and marriage 
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Current Typical Pattern of Services 
 

 Chippenham Fordham Isleham Kennett Snailwell 

 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 9:30 AM 3:30 PM 9:30 AM 

Week 1 of month BCP Communion Morning prayer Eucharist (no service) Morning 
praise 

Week 2 of month Morning prayer Eucharist Morning 
praise 

(no service) BCP 
Communion 

Week 3 of month Eucharist Morning prayer 
/ Family service 

Eucharist Family 
service 

Family 
service 

Week 4 of month Morning prayer 
/ Family service 

Eucharist Morning 
praise 

(no service) Eucharist 

Week 5 of month  
(if applicable) 

Combined Group Eucharist 

 
Joint services 
 
Currently joint services are held each 5th Sunday in the month, and for other special occasions. 

 

 
 

Joint service              Joint pet service 
 
Other forms of service across the benefice 
 
Post-lockdown we continue to hold a weekly benefice-wide Zoom service of Compline on 
Wednesday, which has developed its own distinctive character, with overlapping congregations. 
 
Several of our villages have a very limited bus service, so in 2008 a previous Rector instigated the 
Three Rivers Car Scheme which is sponsored by Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Council. Journeys 
are provided door to door for a small charge for those without transport in their village. Initially 
drivers and passengers were drawn from our churches but, as word has spread, this now involves 
people from all 5 villages. 
 
With the exception of Kennett all our churches are open daily in daylight hours to allow access to 
visitors, and a contemplative space for villagers, whether or not they usually attend church. 
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The vicarage and its location 
 
The vicarage is located in Fordham, one of our larger villages. Built in the 1960s, it is a pleasant four 
bedroom property set back from the main road and is located a two minutes’ walk from the church. 
Included downstairs are two reception rooms and a substantial office, and upstairs a family 
bathroom.  

 
 
It has a generous front 
drive (parking for eight 
cars) and a double 
garage, and a generous 
garden at the rear and 
side. 
 
The property is in good 
repair, with gas fired 
central heating, and 
cavity wall insulation. 
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Our shared benefice-wide aspirations and vision 
 

Aspirations 
 
We are looking for a Rector who is prepared to: - 
 

• nurture and encourage the existing church community, helping us grow in faith 

• encourage us enthusiastically to encounter God, through scripture, through prayer, through 

our church family, and through the wider community in which we live 

• recognize and develop the signs of new growth already present 

• help us attract existing Christians from among the many new residents arriving in our 

villages, and take full advantage of the opportunity to spread the gospel to the others, so 

building up the  congregation in both numbers, skills and diversity 

• maintain and build upon existing relationships with our schools 

• work with us as a team to help us develop a vision of what we as a church can and should 

become 

• take on the challenges of our undoubted problems with clear eyes. 

 

Vision 

 

As a benefice, we aim to become a resource of spiritual nourishment for our communities, both 

serving and challenging them.  

 

Believing in a loving God who creates, redeems and empowers us, we aim to respond in turn, not 

just in wholehearted sincerity of worship, but also by confidently living lives of attractive goodness 

and of loving care for our neighbours. 

 

As one practical aspect of our service we aim to make our church buildings accessible and 

welcoming, developing our facilities to become a resource for our respective village communities. 
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Chippenham – St Margaret of Antioch 

Village  

Chippenham is a small village of around 400 
people with a number of properties owned by 
Chippenham Park Estate, some are let to long-
standing village parishioners. There is a generally 
stable community of villagers: employment tends 
to be in the local towns and cities (Cambridge, 
Ely, Newmarket, and Bury St Edmunds) rather 
than longer commutes.  

Children in Chippenham go to schools in The 
Three Rivers Group from ages 5 to 11. 
From age 11 onwards they go mainly to Soham 
Village College and then to 6th Form in 
Cambridge.  

Chippenham has a number of amenities and active sports clubs and societies.  
• a modern village hall  
• two recreation areas (equipped for children and teenagers)  
• a village pub running quizzes and live music evenings (a Free house owned by a few families 

in the village)  
• Chippenham Park (well known as a wedding venue with beautiful gardens)  
• good sports facilities (cricket, tennis, bowls, and practice areas) 
• a thriving local farm shop and café 
• a theatre and performance group of over 50 people (Strange Fruit Theatre)  
• besides playing an active role in many of the above, church members also organise a 

monthly lunch club for senior citizens at the village hall. 

 
Church  

Situated in grounds of about 
an acre, the church of St 
Margaret of Antioch was 
originally built in the 11th 
century. Historically 
significant, it has 13th-century 
wall paintings and a chapel 
used by the Knights 
Hospitallers and the grave of 
Erskine May.  

The church holds a central 
position in the village and is 
used for a variety of events 
apart from the weekly Sunday 
service. It has been popular as 
a wedding venue and is used 
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for concerts and special events 
such as the annual Christmas 
market. The monthly pattern of 
services has been disrupted 
over the last 18 months, but 
would usually consist of 
Eucharist on two mornings, a 
morning All Age service, and a 
Morning Service from BCP. 
Services are supported by an 
organist and a small choir, and 
the average Sunday morning 
attendance was 15–20 and is 
now building back up towards 
that number. There is a social 
gathering in the church after 
every service.             Harvest Festival 

In 2021 the project to add a north porch 
extension to accommodate a small kitchen 
and toilet was completed. This reimagining 
of the church building will enable us to 
better connect with the local community. 
We are very excited about this 
development, which has been around ten 
years in the planning and fund-raising.  

Our finances have been affected by COVID, 
but with good management stabilised in 
2021. We plan to improve them further 
through organised giving and fundraising 
over the next 3 years.  

 
 
 
 

    Christmas Market 
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Fordham – St Peter & St Mary Magdalene 
 

Village  
 
While Fordham has agricultural roots it is now mainly a commuter village for people working in the 
Cambridge area.  
 
The most recent official estimates show Fordham as having a population of 2,800, but this doesn’t 
include recent new housing developments, of which around 300 homes are under construction or 
already occupied, and a further 100 are at planning stage.  
 
Other than agriculture, local employment is provided by an industrial estate and several stand-alone 
businesses, including Turners haulage and storage, DS Smith packaging, LGC laboratories, Dojima 
Sake Brewery, and two garden centres.  
 

Church 
 
St. Peter & St. Mary Magdalene is a  Grade I listed church, parts of which date back to the late 12th-
century. The church is in good condition following the recent quinquennial inspection.  
 

 
A main service is held at 11am each Sunday morning, currently alternating between Eucharist and 
Morning Prayers or Family Service. Our Sunday morning congregation currently hovers around the 
25 mark. (Our parish electoral roll is currently around 55.) In addition Morning Prayer is held on 
Wednesday mornings.  
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Fordham has a long 
history of good church 
music. We are currently 
fortunate to have David 
Poulter as our Director 
of Music, who came to 
us direct from retiring 
as Director of Music at 
Liverpool Anglican 
Cathedral. The choir, 
which practises each 
Friday, performs an 
anthem most Sundays. 
Currently the choir has 
a complement of 8 
singers when all are 
present.  
 
There is also a strong tradition of bell-ringing, and following the lifting of COVD-19 restrictions the 
usual bell-ringing practice on Thursdays has resumed. 

 
Running Fordham church is a 
£45,000 per year operation, of 
which £25,000 is accounted 
for by Parish Share. For a long 
time we have not quite 
managed to fully meet costs 
from our ongoing income, and 
have relied on legacies and 
drawing on reserves to 
balance the books. 
 
We are fortunate to have St 
Peter’s Preservation Trust, a 
charity separate from the 
church, which helps fund and 
commission much of the 
necessary work on the fabric 
of the church. 
 
The church is generally held in 
high regard in the village, even 
by those who rarely if ever 
attend.  
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School 
 

 
 
Just opposite the church stands Fordham C of E Primary School, which was recently extended and 
modernized, taking its capacity to 420 pupils, and it is already close to being full. Both OFSTED and 
SIAMS have rated the school as outstanding. The Rector is an ex-officio governor at the school, and 
we have long enjoyed good relations with the school.  
 

Outreach 
 
We edit and produce the parish magazine six times a year, which is delivered free to every house in 
Fordham and is available to other parishes in the benefice. 
 
We have now reinstated a Friday morning Café at church, mainly serving mums having just dropped 
off children at school. 
 

In partnership with our Parish Council we are in the process of re-wilding much of our 
churchyard space. This is in an effort to promote awareness of environmental issues in our 
community, and appreciation of the natural world. We realistically hope to achieve the 
Cambridgeshire Churchyard Conservation Bronze Award in the next 12 months.  



10 
 

Isleham – St Andrews 
 

Village   
 
With origins going back to Roman and Saxon times, this 
fen edge settlement has a fascinating history. In recent 
years the population has remained relatively stable at 
around 2,000, but a lot of new building is now taking 
place, and new arrivals are moving in.  This brings 
opportunities to engage new residents in the many 
community opportunities Isleham offers, many of which 
are led or supported by St Andrew’s. 
 

Church 
 
The parish church of St. Andrew dates from 1330 and sits at the heart of the village. Margaret 
Bernard married Thomas Peyton in 1430, thus beginning a long association with the family, as 
witnessed in the later tombs in the Peyton chapel. (Branches of the family in USA continue to 
maintain links.) 
 

 
 
The regular Sunday 09.30 service is the centrepiece of weekly worship with the eucharist alternating 
with morning praise, the latter currently being led very successfully by members of our own 
congregation. Average congregation size is around 40 people. The style of Isleham worship is 
generally reckoned to be at the less formal end of the spectrum and also includes a celebration of 
birthdays and concludes with the joining of hands for the singing of the Isleham grace. We are 
supported by a small but enthusiastic choir, ably led by an LLM and accompanied either by our own 
organist or a violinist. Where requested, this group is often augmented for weddings and funerals. 
We are lucky to be supported by a strong team of bellringers and the fact that 3 of these are 
members of the same family proved especially useful during various stages of the recent lockdown. 
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A dedicated group celebrates morning prayer every Tuesday in church or the social centre and other 
prayer and bible study groups take place in different homes throughout the year.  
 

Our generous church 
space is ideal for concerts 
and talks, as well as 
hosting regular events 
such as the annual 
Festival of Light and the 
biennial Quilt Festival.  
 
A recent legacy offers the 
chance to fit heating 
under six pews which 
may serve to undermine 
the current winter 
strapline - the cold 
church with the warm 
heart. 
 

` 
Seven members of the congregation share key duties to enable the church to be open every day 
from 9 am to 5 pm. As the many comments in the visitors’ book confirm, this chance to visit the 
church for private prayer or as a tourist is much appreciated. 
 

 
   Poppy display         Remembrance Day procession 
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Isleham is now the only village in the Three Rivers Group to include churches of other  
denominations. Joint services are held every Good Friday with Pound Lane Free Church and The Ark, 
and members of each congregation also meet together for the annual Spurgeon trundle  

 

  
 
       Pound Lane Free Church            The Ark  

 
Social Centre 
 
We are lucky that the 
Social Centre is 
located directly 
opposite the church. 
This has now evolved 
into a vital 
community asset, as 
witnessed by the fact 
that it includes a fully 
functioning Post 
Office, open for 10 
hours every week and 
separate volunteers 
undertake the early 
morning delivery of 
newspapers 
throughout the 
village, seven days 
per week.  
 
One of the most successful outreach activities is the regular Tuesday morning offering of coffee and 
bacon butties which often attracts as many as fifty villagers, rain or shine. The delightful outside 
space with its variety of fruit trees is an ideal gathering space, as well as lending itself well to fun 
afternoons for children, occasional concerts and even a medieval mystery play. 
 

School 
 
Isleham Primary Church of England school has just over 200 pupils. The school was rated “Good” on 
its last Ofsted inspection, and is co-located with the village preschool.  The school embraces and 
teaches Christian values, incorporating them into assemblies, lessons and throughout the school 
day. Parish clergy are invited to join the children for assemblies, and the seasonal services at St 
Andrew’s are highly anticipated by the children and attended by their families. The majority of 
village children go on to attend secondary school at Soham Village College, followed by sixth form in 
Cambridge or Bury St. Edmunds. 
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Kennett – St Nicholas 
 

Village  
 
Kennett is currently a small village (150 homes) 
with a population of around 350 people on the 
border of Cambridgeshire and Suffolk. A further 500 
homes (around a thousand people), including a new 
school for 210 children and 26 pre-school toddlers, 
are planned there over the next decade with 
construction starting in late 2022. Kennett has a 
Community Land Trust (KCLT) which will provide 60 
affordable homes within that development.  
 
Amenities include  

• a recreation ground, Village Hall and Pavilion  

• a primary school  

• a public house  

• a general stores/post office on the perimeter  

• a good bus service and train station, with excellent rail links  

• light industry/businesses such as agricultural, a building firm and stud farms.  

 

Church  
 
Situated amongst trees and 
accessed via a long 
unsurfaced road, the 13th-
century church is built of 
flint and rubble and is 
beautifully situated 
overlooking the River 
Kennett. The interior has 
some historical features, 
striking stained glass 
windows and a small pipe 
organ.  
 
In 2018 we repaired the bell 
tower roof following the 
2016 quinquennial 
inspection report. The most 
recent quinquennial 
inspection took place in 
December 2021 and this identified several priority maintenance repair tasks, some of which will 
have to be addressed as funds allow.  
 
The churchyard is closed and, together with the adjoining cemetery, is the responsibility of the 
Parish Council. 
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Services include a monthly 
All Age Service (attendance 
can vary between 5 and 10) 
and services for Harvest, 
Remembrance Sunday, 
Christmas and Easter.  
 
The Newmarket Band (which 
bases itself in our Village 
Hall) normally accompanies 
our Carol service which is 
well attended. The church is 
also regularly attended by 
Kennett primary school for 
celebrations such as Harvest, 
Christmas and Easter.  
 

School 
 
Kennett primary school, built in 1865, is now part of the Staploe Education Trust. The current 
number of pupils is 100.  
 

Outreach  
 
Activities include  

• an annual St Nicholas supper and quiz night in the Village Hall  

• an annual race night in the Village Hall  

• fortnightly Sunday morning car boot sales from March to October held on the recreation 

ground; the proceeds from two of these provide funds for the church.  

• annual MacMillan coffee morning and occasionally additional coffee mornings in support of 

different charities held in the Village Hall.  
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Snailwell – St Peters 
 

Village 

 
Snailwell is an attractive small village of about 200, which 
includes a church and the George and Dragon pub. In 
recent years more young families have moved into the 
village so there is a varied age range. Snailwell is two and 
a half miles from Newmarket and houses tend to sell 
quite quickly. 
 
Children in the village attend a range of schools, including 
the Church of England primary schools in Fordham and 
Isleham and secondary schools in Soham and Newmarket. 
There are also private schools in Cambridge, which is 15 
miles away, in Bury St Edmunds, 20 miles away and in Ely, 
12 miles away. 
 

Church 

 

Snailwell has one of only two 
churches in Cambridgeshire with a 
round tower, dating from 1070, an 
early 13th-century chancel, 14th-
century nave, and splendid 15th-
century clerestory with 
hammerbeam roof. Regular 
Sunday services have an 
attendance of around fifteen 
people. There are 22 persons on 
the church’s electoral roll for 
2022. 
 
We pay our Parish share in full to 

the Diocese. Our finances are well 

managed but we do face 

difficulties.  

 

We do have some funds set aside for restoration requirements but need grants or other funds to 

cover such considerations.  

 

We send Snailwell church service details for including in Fordham Parish magazine.  

 
We have a Service in the church every Sunday when the breadth of Sunday Services ranges from well 
led lay Morning Praise Service and Family Service to clergy-led BCP/Eucharist Services. Attendance 
for a normal Sunday Service is between 12 to 15 persons. Very seldom do we have children 
attending Sunday services. There is also a mid-week Compline Service with attendance of  
5 people. 
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There are occasional weddings, baptisms and funerals in the church, not necessarily of those who 
reside in Snailwell but who have previously had a connection with the village. 
 
The Quinquennial Inspection 
by our newly appointed 
Architect in Autumn 2020 has 
resulted in a considerable 
amount of work requiring to 
be undertaken, largely inside 
the church, but also the 
replacement of part of the 
roof in the coming years. The 
PCC are looking at future 
needs and ways of raising 
funds with village events as 
well as applying for grants 
and financial support from 
relevant charities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Outreach 
 

At St Peter’s we are 
a small friendly 
congregation who 
enjoy welcoming 
everyone who 
comes. There is 
support for the 
church from the 
village but not 
many join our 
congregation. We 
look for ways to 
engage with the 
village and would 
love our church to 
be a social meeting 
place all week.  
 
 

 
    Christmas Fair 2020 
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We hold a well-supported annual MacMillan Coffee morning in the church and have had talks and 
concerts. At present we are seeking permission to install outside an eco-toilet to enable more social 
events. 
 

 
 

Galaxy Big Band open air concert 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


